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Winter Storm Today Through Saturday
Heavy Wet Snow to Impact Trees and Travel; Power Outages Expected

Impacts
➔ Significant tree damage likely!!!
➔ Power outages, some may be extended
➔ Difficult travel in mountains and foothills, 

Palmer Divide
➔ Cold temperatures tonight & Saturday 

night leading to sensitive plant damage

Key Messages
➔ Significant heavy, wet snow Today-Sat.
➔ Confidence is growing for significant 

impacts down into the I-25 Corridor
➔ Prepare for power outages and difficult 

travel 

Important Updates
➔ Freeze Warning issued for the I-25 

Corridor/NE Plains 9 pm tonight through 
10 am Saturday morning

NEW
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Significant tree damage possible where 
heavier snow falls, including I-25 Corridor!
 
3-4” produces tree limb damage
6-8”+ results in significant tree breakage

Power outages expected, some may be 
prolonged

Winter Storm Severity & Preparedness

!

Avoid weighted down tree limbs - Don’t 
park under trees or walk underneath! 

Charge cell phones, portable chargers  
ahead of time, locate flashlights. 
Run generators outside your home!

Dress appropriately for winter! Protect 
outdoor plants

Avoid travel if possible in the mountains 
and foothills. 
 

Image Credit: CSU
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Most Likely Snowfall

Storm Total Snowfall Forecast Reasonable Worst Case Scenario
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Probabilistic Snow Forecasts

Probability of Snow Greater than 6” Probability of Snow Greater than 12”



May 20, 2022 
 5:08 AM

National Weather Service
Denver, CO

Fri
6 AM

Fri
12 PM

Fri
6 PM

Sat
12 AM

Sat
6 AM

Sat
12 PM

Sat
6 PM

Tree 
Damage

Scattered 
Power 

Outages

Tree 
Damage

ScatteredP
ower 

Outages

Travel and 
Trees

Travel and 
Trees

Travel and 
Trees

Travel and 
Trees

Travel and 
Trees

Travel and 
Trees

Travel and 
Trees

Travel and 
Trees

Timing
Graphical Hazards Matrix

 I-25 Urban
 Corridor

 Palmer Divide

 West Slope
 Mountains/Valleys

 Front Range Mountains            
& Foothills

 Eastern Plains

- About This Graphic -
The hazard matrix depicts 
timing and magnitude of 
potential impacts to local 
travel, trees, and 
infrastructure from snowfall 
rates and/or amounts, snow 
load, temperatures, etc.

Potential aggravating 
factors such as time of day 
and year, pre-existing 
conditions, and holiday 
travel periods are also taken 
into consideration.
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Expect a Freeze Friday Night & Saturday Night

Impacts:  Vegetation will be at risk across most of the area both Friday night and Saturday night. 
Cover with buckets, blankets, or bring indoors if possible
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Rocky Mountain National Park Snowfall
Heavy Snow to Begin Late Tonight
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County Information
Click on the Links Below for Each County

Denver Metro
Eastern Adams & 

Arapahoe Counties
Boulder County

Clear Creek County
Douglas County

Elbert County
Gilpin County
Grand County

Jackson County
Jefferson County

Larimer County
Lincoln County
Logan County

Morgan County
Park County

Phillips County
Sedgwick County
Summit County

Washington County
Weld County

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/DenverMetro&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539692801&usg=AOvVaw3PpyzXxncyieNhEPx66Tw9
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/EasternAdamsArapahoeCounties&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539693115&usg=AOvVaw372Jq-I69Tog4m4gQ2xISf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/EasternAdamsArapahoeCounties&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539693250&usg=AOvVaw0Eu8StOn4WC5XTj7BZm_eR
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/BoulderCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539693365&usg=AOvVaw3mMWwN_zUwqykyUV-9eGFX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/ClearCreekCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539693471&usg=AOvVaw3jL2ORl6fVREPpVEV7gyVS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/DouglasCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539693620&usg=AOvVaw14UFW8BBuseA7pM3n6wnVE
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/ElbertCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539693741&usg=AOvVaw1yiBcgWTHCY5ZMm4AGQ0fD
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/GilpinCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539693857&usg=AOvVaw2rUT5JJobyHSfnpvBtOTcF
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/GrandCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539693966&usg=AOvVaw0uOhzObdSnEg0RERCt07Na
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/JacksonCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539694078&usg=AOvVaw0hI1cgl0CU2BE88eJJq__8
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/JeffersonCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539694197&usg=AOvVaw3JRRh4sF0ZWAZjdsPXHKgc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/LarimerCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539713671&usg=AOvVaw0mJA96jnSRSqSQOjCW0SiX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/LincolnCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539713832&usg=AOvVaw2Ff7eb5iQ0xnnnp2oLWHWR
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/LoganCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539713905&usg=AOvVaw3QKo0BIzKGqcYRVKaPfITy
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/MorganCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539713985&usg=AOvVaw1qjMjYzUqOHX0rnDWYvTEb
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/ParkCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539714065&usg=AOvVaw3uUMiXtX9UptcU88NoEHVF
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/PhillipsCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539714140&usg=AOvVaw0cKhemtWykmsXXlsXRqvvX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/SedgwickCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539714212&usg=AOvVaw1WCX-u154gEFsfrVnBKSV_
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/SummitCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539714284&usg=AOvVaw28QWeiZ_opl056iEG8MCAW
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/WashingtonCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539714373&usg=AOvVaw2nP0eYFijYKZWiSywRGBOJ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/bou/WeldCounty&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1653048539714445&usg=AOvVaw22DXJVRPZuKHoD0sPEjNOe

